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SUGGESTED SHORT TRAIL ROUTES
Think you know Yishun and the town’s famous namesake Lim Nee Soon? There is much more to discover beyond pineapple and rubber plantations. These two thematic trails offer a journey to 
lesser-known corners of Yishun as well as the communities and landmarks from Nee Soon Village and Chye Kay Village, which make up the town we know today.

Yishun Ring Route
2.5 hours with public transport (7.1 km)

Built in the early 1980s, Yishun Ring Road is a thoroughfare that 
connects residents to all corners of the town. Explore the Yishun Ring 
Route to discover its landmarks and attractions which make life 
convenient for residents and remind us of the area’s past as a rural 
settlement called Chye Kay Village.

Rockets And Reservoirs
1 hour with public transport (6 km)

This is a journey back through time, from the spaceship-like 
architecture of the former Yishun 10 to landmarks from the former Nee 
Soon Village. This trail offers a tour of a town that was shaped by the 
legacy of its pioneer and namesake Lim Nee Soon. 

Start at (1) Yishun Town Centre, where you will find 
Heritage Garden@Yishun tucked between Northpoint City 
and Yishun Central 1. Opened in 2010 as Singapore’s first 
outdoor heritage space, this garden features a bronze statue 
of Lim Nee Soon as well as panels that charts Yishun’s 
development from early times to the modern era. 

Next, walk down North Point Drive and turn left at Yishun 
Central 1 to reach Golden Village @ Yishun. This building 
made history in 1992 when it opened as Yishun 10, Asia’s 
first cineplex with futuristic screening halls and a 
spaceship-like design.

From Sembawang Road, take a bus to (3) Masjid Ahmad 
Ibrahim. This mosque has its beginnings in the 1950s, when 
Muslim residents of Nee Soon Village built a prayer hall called 
Surau Nee Soon Jalan Ulu Seletar. The surau was later enlarged 
into a mosque and renamed after Ahmad Ibrahim, 
Sembawang’s first elected Assemblyman. 

Next to the mosque is Spiritual Grace Presbyterian Church, 
which was established in 1908 as the Chinese Christian 
Church next to Lim Nee Soon’s rubber factory. It moved to its 
present site in 1924 and built a larger worship hall in 1967, 
which is still visible from the entrance gate. 

Continue down Sembawang Road and you will see other signs 
of the former Nee Soon Village. You will pass by Nee Soon 
Road, which was named in 1950 to honour the village’s patron, 
Lim Nee Soon. Chong Kuo Road, across the road, was named 
in 1950 after Nee Soon’s eldest son. 

Finally, cross the junction to Mandai Road to view the only 
surviving pre-war structure from the former Nee Soon Village. 
This is the (4) former Nee Soon Post Office, which was 
established in 1918 (and rebuilt in 1939). The post office 
closed in the 1990s, but its wall-embedded letterboxes can 
still be seen from the entrance.  

Continue up Mandai Road to reach (5) Upper Seletar 
Reservoir. Opened in 1969, this reservoir features a park 
with an 18-metre high “Rocket Tower”, a conserved 
structure that recalls the year when man first landed on 
the moon. Learn more about the reservoir's history 
through the heritage marker located here.

YISHUN
HERITAGE TRAIL

A COMPANION GUIDE

Supported by

The Yishun Heritage Trail is part of the National Heritage Board’s ongoing 
efforts to document and present the history and social memories of places in 
Singapore. We hope this trail will bring back fond memories for those who 
have worked, lived or played in the area, and serve as a useful source of 
information for visitors and new residents.  

Start at Khatib MRT station and cross the road towards Khatib 
Centre, one of several neighbourhood centres along Yishun 
Ring Road that provide residents with markets, eateries, shops 
and other amenities. Continue along the road to (1) Gurdwara 
Sahib Yishun. This Sikh temple traces its origins to a 
gurdwara established in 1925 at the former Sembawang Naval 
Base. The naval gurdwara later merged with other temples to 
form Gurdwara Sahib Yishun in 1995. Visitors are welcome 
but remember to remove your shoes and cover your head. 
Inside, there is a langar (free kitchen) that provides daily 
vegetarian meals.

Continue down Yishun Ring Road. You will reach (2) Yishun 
Park, a wooded hill filled with fruit and rubber trees from the 
former Chye Kay Village. Today, it is a popular recreation site 
for residents. Grab a quick bite at the nearby Yishun Park 
Hawker Centre, opened in 2017 along this road to serve 
residents in Yishun. 

From Yishun Park Hawker Centre, take a bus and alight at 
Block 227 Yishun Ring Road. Cross the road and head 
towards Block 293 to find (3) Chye Kay Village Heritage 
Garden. An initiative by former villagers, this garden 
showcases the history of a settlement that was famous for 
tropical fish before it made way for Yishun New Town. 

Next, head towards Yishun Street 22 to find the (4) Church of 
Our Lady Star of the Sea. This Catholic church originated in 
the 1920s at the former Sembawang Naval Base. It moved to 
Yishun in 1992. Named after a seafarers’ title for the Virgin 
Mary, the church has a ship-like design that recalls its origins 
in a maritime community.

After this, walk over to (5) Yishun Neighbourhood Park, 
which is located on a former rubber estate in Chye Kay 
Village. A few surviving rubber trees still stand on its slopes, 
which also have scenic paths and pavilions. Next to the park 
stands (6) Masjid Darul Makmur, which opened in 1987 to 
serve Yishun’s Muslim residents. This mosque was recently 
upgraded to accommodate more congregants and enable 
barrier-free access. 

Cross back to the junction of Yishun Ring Road and Yishun 
Avenue 2 and continue along the ring road to find former rural 
(7) Landmarks of Chye Kay and Nee Soon. The first building 
you see is Chu Siang Tong Temple. Founded in 1950 in former 
Chye Kay Village, this temple is also known as Wu Hu (“Five 
Tiger”) Temple as its main deities are the “five tiger generals” 
of Chinese history. 

Down the road is the Teochew Memorial Park, established in 
the 1950s by Ngee Ann Kongsi to hold unclaimed remains 
from cemeteries that were exhumed for redevelopment. At its 
centre stands a pagoda-like memorial that honours the 
contributions of Singapore’s Teochew pioneers. 

7.1 km

Next to the park is Chong Pang Combined Temple, which 
consists of several former temples from former Nee Soon and 
Chong Pang Villages. Today, it is a prominent religious 
landmark due to its annual Nine Emperor Gods celebrations. 
During this nine-day festival, devotees take part in spectacular 
processions to invite the deities to the temple and send them 
off on the final day.

Continue down Yishun Ring Road towards Chong Pang City to 
reach Yishun’s first combined temple, which opened in 1984 
and home to (8) Institutions Serving the Community. The 
temple on the left, Ho Peck San, originated in Chye Kay Village 
in the 1900s and is dedicated to deities called San Guan Da Di 
Gong (Three Emperor Lords of the Three Realms). The central 
temple, Seng Pang Tua Pek Kong, was established in the early 
1900s at Seng Pang by Teochew villagers who venerated Tua 
Pek Kong and his partner Tua Pek Ma. Today, it also runs a 
monthly free legal clinic for the public. The rightmost temple is 
Nam Hong Siang Theon, a Buddhist charitable organisation 
that began in Seng Pang in the 1950s. This temple provides 
free Traditional Chinese Medicine consultations at a medical 
centre at Block 111. 

Next, make a short detour to Yishun Avenue 5 to visit (9) 
Sree Narayana Mission. This building serves as a nursing 
home and headquarters for the mission, which was founded 
in 1948 by Keralan migrants who were followers of Sree 
Narayana, an Indian social reformer and saint. Formerly 
based in Sembawang, the mission moved to Yishun in 1994 
and is an active partner in senior care programmes. Learn 
more about the mission's history through the heritage marker 
within their compound.  

Next, head back to Yishun Ring Road and continue until you 
reach Yishun Avenue 3. Here you will find (10) Sree Maha 
Mariamman Temple, a Hindu temple that was formerly at 
Nee Soon Village. It was founded in the 1930s by rubber 
estate workers who venerated the Hindu goddess of            
compassion, protection and rain. The temple, which moved to 
Yishun in the 1990s, is known for its annual silver chariot 
procession. 

Continue along Yishun Avenue 3 (towards Yishun Central) 
and you will reach (11) Teong Siew Wei Ling Dong Shan 
Combined Temple. Opened in 1990, this temple comprises 
Teong Siew Kuan (left) from Jalan Hwi Yoh (now Ang Mo Kio); 
Wei Ling Keng (centre) from Ban Kok Sua (Upper Thomson 
Road); and Dong Shan Temple (right) from former Mandai 
Tekong Village (now Woodlands South). Despite their origins 
in other parts of Singapore, these temples have become part 
of Yishun’s community, welcoming regular devotees and  
contributing to the needy via charity drives.  

Finally, cross the road to view the (12) Yishun Swimming 
Complex, which opened in 1988 as Yishun’s first public sports 
facility. Decades later, the swimming complex and the nearby 
Yishun Sports Complex (opened 1992) continue to be popular 
recreation sites for the community. 

Lim Nee Soon (with coat) with a lorry filled with pineapples, 1916
Lim Chong Hsien Collection, courtesy of National Archives of Singapore
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After this, walk down Yishun Avenue 5 (towards Sembawang 
Road) to (2) Chong Pang City. Built in 1976-1977, this 
neighbourhood may be the oldest part of Yishun, but it is also 
one of the estate’s liveliest and popular corners. This area was 
named after Lim Nee Soon’s second son Lim Chong Pang, who 
had established a village nearby that was named Chong Pang 
Village in 1956. Today, Chong Pang City is filled with 
old-school eateries and shops that are popular with residents 
and visitors from all over the island.  

At the front corner of Chong Pang City stands a statue of a 
toiling farmer, a reminder of Yishun’s agricultural past. Across 
this junction, you will find a row of shops containing two 
heritage businesses that began in nearby villages: Gin Thye 
Cake Maker and Chong Pang Nasi Lemak. You can stop by 
here to have a short break.
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