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Chee Tong Temple, 2020

Courtesy of National Heritage Board

The roof of the gate and building are also
decorated with intricate gold engravings,
which were hand-carved by the resident head
monk for over a decade. Today, it is one of the
five Thai temples in Singapore to be officially
recognised by the Thai king as an authentic
Thai Buddhist temple.

CHEE TONG TEMPLE (% 815)

62 Hougang Avenue 3

This eye-catching temple along Avenue 3
was designed by established local architects
Tay Kheng Soon and Patrick Chia. The project
was commissioned in 1983 when the temple,
originally founded in 1961 at the foot of Fort
Canning, had to relocate from Bukit Timah.

To design the building, the architects had to
conduct regular consultations with the deities
through the temple's medium. Auspicious
design features, apparently requested by
the deities, included the elimination of sharp
corners in the building and using multiples of
three for steps as trinities. The apex of the roof
was originally designed to be square-shaped
but was modified to be a series of eight-sided
prisms evoking the lotus after the divine

consultations. To add to the modern design,
the temple broke away from tradition by not
having doors at its entrance.

When the temple was finally competed in
1987, more than 3,000 people turned up
for the inauguration ceremony. Besides its
outstanding architecture, the temple is also
known for its charitable work, especially
among the elderly and poor.

MASJID HAJI YUSOFF

2 Hillside Drive

(Note: This site is not open to walk-in visitors,
but its exterior can be viewed from outside
the compound.)

Masjid Haji Yusoff was built in 1921 on
land donated by Gujarati merchant and
philanthropist Ahmad Mohamed Salleh
Angullia (1874-1939) and is the oldest
mosque in Hougang. The first two co-trustees
appointed by Angullia were Shaik Omar
bin Abdullah Bamadhaj and Haji Mohamed
Eusofe. The mosque was likely named after
Haji Mohamed Eusofe.

In the 1930s, Shaik Omar Abdullah Bamadhaj
established a madrasah on the grounds of

Masjid Haji Yusoff, 2020

Courtesy of National Heritage Board

the mosque. Known as Madrasah Al-Arabiah
Al-Islamiah, the school catered for some
40 students living in the Serangoon area. In
1982, the madrasah unfortunately caught
fire. Following the incident, the number of
returning students fell by half. In 1989, the
madrasah came under the management
of charity Muhammadiyah Association. It
subsequently merged with the association’s
madrasah, Madrasah Ulumul Quran and
moved to Toa Payoh.

The mosque served the Muslim communities
living in Au Kang. Fatimah binte Abdul
Rahman (b. 1945) grew up in Kampong Haji
Sirat near Jansen Road. A volunteer with the
mosque now, she recalled: “I started attending
the mosque in the ‘60s with my family. | started
going to the mosque on my own for religious
classes when | got older. During Hari Raya | would
volunteer to cook for those involved in the religious
ceremony. | also made many friends there.”

To accommodate the increasing numbers
of worshippers, the mosque underwent
redevelopment in 1994. The $2.1 million
project included the construction of additional
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Masjid Haji Yusoff before redevelopment, undated
Courtesy of Masjid Haji Yusoff

classrooms and new toilet facilities. The mosque
now serves as a social hub for the Malay-
Muslim community living in the Hougang and
Upper Serangoon areas.

CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

1259 Upper Serangoon Road

Located at the end of Au Kang, the Church
of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary is
the oldest place of worship in the area. It was
established by Les Mission Etrangéres de
Paris (MEP; “Paris Foreign Missions Society”
in French), a Roman Catholic missionary
organisation based in France to serve the
growing Teochew Catholic population.
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An aerial photograph showing the church, Kangkar and surrounding coconut plantations, 1958

Aerial photographs by the British Royal Air Force between 1940 to 1970s, from a collection held by the National Archives of Singapore.

Crown copyright.
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A procession of church members carrying the icon of Our
Lady of Perpetual Succour on the church grounds, 1964
Courtesy of Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

The first chapel was known as Church of St.
Mary. It was first an attap structure that was
erected in 1853 and later rebuilt in brick. It
was only in 1857 that the church managed
to procure a 40-acre piece of land from the
British East India Company, including the site
it was occupying. Part of the land was used for
church buildings and the remainder was leased
to those who needed a place to set up a home.

By 1891, there were some 700 believers, most
of them were farmers and fishermen. The
growing congregation called for bigger church
premises. In 1901, the mission constructed the
present-day Neo-Gothic building, complete
with pointed arches and ribbed vaults, and the
church was renamed Church of the Nativity
of the Blessed Mary. The side transepts,
sanctuary and sacristy were added to the
original church building in 1933.

Besides tending to spiritual needs, the church
also began providing other services for the Au
Kang residents. This includes the St. Joseph
Dying Aid Association, which was founded in
1926 to pray at the homes of the seriously ill
and dying. This service continues to operate
today, such as providing free coffins to needy
families whose loved ones have passed away.

Whenwar broke outin1942, the churchbecame
a place of refuge for villagers, especially young

The Church of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board

women seeking safety from invading Japanese
soldiers. During the occupation, however,
parish life came to a halt as worshippers feared
stepping out of their homes.

Church activities only picked up again after the
Japanese Occupation. One memorable event
after the war was when Sultan Ibrahim of Johor
donated the marble statue of the Immaculate
Conception of Mary, which still stands in front
of the church today. According to the church,
the Sultan made the donation in 1946 due to
his friendship with the parish priest, Father
Francis Chan.

By the 1970s, urban redevelopment of Au
Kang had started and the government began
acquiring part of the church land from the
mid-1970s onwards. Villagers residing in the
affected areas were first relocated to other
housing towns in Whampoa, Ang Mo Kio and
Marine Parade, and later on to Tampines and
the new housing town of Hougang.

Y|

While the Teochew Catholic identity of the
area around the church diminished somewhat
after urban redevelopment, the church
nonetheless continues to provide religious
services in Teochew today. In 2005, the
church was gazetted as a National Monument.

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH
839 Upper Serangoon Road

St. Paul's Church started during the 1930s,
with a handful of worshippers meeting in the
house of a fellow Anglican congregant located
near the church’s present location. At that
time, the British had established military bases
in various rural parts of Singapore, including
Serangoon. The first Anglican worshippers of
the church were from the families of British
military personnel deployed to Au Kang and
its vicinity.

As the congregation grew, the Anglican
Diocese purchased a plot of land in 1935 at
the 6th milestone to build a church. The cost
of building was borne by George Rae Oehlers,
a prominent Eurasian contractor. He was also
the father of Sir George Edward Noel (1908-
1968), later first Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly of Singapore and the first Eurasian
in Singapore to have been knighted. Oehlers

Ay

George Rae Oehlers, a Eurasian who funded the building of
St. Paul’s Church, undated
Courtesy of St. Paul's Church
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St. Paul's Church, 2018

Courtesy of National Heritage Board

St. Paul’s Church before the building extensions, undated
Courtesy of St. Paul’s Church

erected the church in memory of his son
Harry, who was killed in a motorcar accident
in Hampshire.

The foundation of the church was laid on 3
December 1935 by Sir Andrew Caldecott,
Governor of Hong Kong. The church building
was completed in April 1936. Over the years,
the church underwent rounds of building
extensions, the first of which was in 1960. The
present parish hall was built in 1982 and the
latest church extension was completed in 1994.

Though the church started with English-
speaking worshippers, its congregation grew
to include Chinese and Tamil members by the
1990s as the population in its vicinity evolved.
The church also continues to be committed
to serving the community through initiatives
such as a kindergarten, a play centre to provide

pre-school education for needy students,
volunteering with students from single parent
families, and community outreach for lower-
income and vulnerable children.

PAYA LEBAR METHODIST CHURCH

AND PAYA LEBAR METHODIST

CHINESE CHURCH

Paya Lebar Methodist Church: 5 Boundary Road
Paya Lebar Methodist Chinese Church: 299 Upper
Paya Lebar Road

Paya Lebar Methodist Church was founded
in 1932 and is the first Methodist Church to
be established in Au Kang. The Methodist
Mission's presence in the area, however, goes
back to 1916, when it acquired a piece of land
occupied by a former hotel. There, it set up a
branch of the Anglo-Chinese School in 1917.
Known as the Paya Lebar English School, the
institution was the predecessor of present-day
Paya Lebar Methodist Girls' School.

In 1929, the hotel building was deemed unfit
by the government for use as a school and had
to be demolished. The school thus moved to a
rented shophouse at 166-D Upper Serangoon
and Paya Lebar Methodist Church was
inaugurated in this shophouse. Fund-raising
for a new church building kicked off soon
after and by 1938, a four-room church was
completed at 7 Boundary Road, on the parcel
of land purchased in 1916.

The Paya Lebar Methodist Church, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board

The church was then known for its Peranakan
service, which has its roots in its Malay
Prayer Service launched in 1934. The church
offered this service in an effort to reach out
to the Peranakan families living in the vicinity.
Consequently, the Peranakan congregation
grew steadily and in 1961, the church started
its Peranakan service and fellowship meetings.

Over the years, the church saw rounds of
rebuilding and extensions. In 1963, the old
parsonage was demolished to make way for
a new parsonage and hall. In 1982, a new
sanctuary was constructed. Rebuilding was
again carried out in the 1990s and the current
structure was completed in 1998.

Today, Paya Lebar Methodist Church is the
only church in Hougang that provides service
for Peranakan Christians conducted in Baba
Malay. Its various ministries are also active
in social welfare work, such as providing after
school care. The church also actively works
with the visually impaired community.

Paya Lebar Methodist Chinese Church's
origins could be traced to 1937, when the
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The original church building, c. 1938
Courtesy of Paya Lebar Methodist Church

Methodist Mission borrowed a classroom
from its school at Boundary Road to start a
Chinese-language ministry. The new chapel
was then named Sin Chew Hougang Chinese
Methodist Church (Sin Chew refers to
Singapore in Teochew and Hokkien).

When Paya Lebar Methodist Church
completed its first building in 1938, the Chinese
ministry began holding its services there as
well. The board of the Chinese ministry was
officially formed in 1939, marking the formal
start of Paya Lebar Methodist Chinese Church.
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As the number of Chinese-language and
Hokkien worshippers grew, the need for a
separate building grew more urgent. In 1968,
the Chinese ministry finally built a two-storey
church building at its present site along Upper
Paya Lebar Road. Further extensions were
carried out in later years, including the addition
of a four-storey block in 1987.

HARVESTER BAPTIST CHURCH

4 Eden Grove

(Note: This site is not open to walk-in visitors,
but its exterior can be viewed from outside the
church compound.)

Harvester Baptist Church’s two-storey building
was originally a hotel known as Country
Hotel. Constructed in 1949 by a Chinese
businessman, Country Hotel, later renamed
New Country Hotel, came with facilities such as

The Harvester Baptist Church, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board

tennis courts, billiards room, an air-conditioned
reading and card room, and a bar. During the
1950s and 1960s, it was popular as a venue for
wedding receptions and gala dinners. The hotel
operated until the late 1970s.

According to Harvester Baptist Church, its
founders Cliff and Eloise Hunnicutt, who
came from United States, had their eye on the
hotel as church premises since their arrival
in Singapore in 1968. The church was then
operating along Braddell Road. When the
building became available in the late 1970s,
the church began negotiations to purchase the
property. The process took a decade and the
church finally moved into the former Country
Hotel in the late 1980s. Much of the hotel's
original structure is retained, including the
main lobby and rooms.

The main lobby of the hotel, which has been retained by the church, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board

» OUR HERITAGE
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SERVING COMMUNITIES

ougang is home to a number of
H institutions  established to serve

communities, from providing medical
care, educationand social support to advancing
community bonding. Most of these institutions
had a long history, founded before the area
was transformed into a modern housing town.
Examples are the Ramakrishna Mission along
Bartley Road, as well as charities established
by the various Chinese clan associations.

RAMAKRISHNA MISSION
179 Bartley Road

The Ramakrishna Mission is a branch of the
Ramakrishna Order of India, a worldwide
spiritual and welfare organisation based in
West Bengal, India. This order was originally
started by the saint Sri Ramakrishna. The
mission in Singapore was established in 1897
by Swami Vivekananda, the main disciple of
Sri Ramakrishna, and focuses on fostering
spiritual beliefs and carrying out social service
programmes. By the early 20th century, there
were already followers of Ramakrishna Mission
in Singapore. In 1919, a benefactor donated
a plot of land at Norris Road to establish a
mission branch. However, it was only nine
years later, when the building was completed,
that the headquarters in India approved the
request to open a branch in Singapore. The
Ramakrishna Mission thus started at Norris
Road on 7 August 1928.

In 1941, the mission purchased 5% acres of
land at Bartley Road to build a residential
school for boys. However, with the onset
of war, the mission realised that there was
a need to care for destitute and orphaned
children. It decided instead to start a home for
such boys at Bartley Road. Temporary wooden
dormitories were put up and the home was
officially launched in 1943. News of the facility
spread and orphaned boys from other parts
of Malaya such as Kedah and Negri Sembilan
were also sent to the home.

The temple at Ramakrishna Mission, 1954
Singapore Press Holdings Collection, courtesy of National
Archives of Singapore

By the time the war ended, it was clear that
new permanent facilities were needed. In 1947,
there were 66 boys housed at Bartley Road.
The following year, the number grew to 77.
Fundraising was carried out for a new building.
On 10 December 1948, Commissioner-
General for Southeast Asia Malcolm
MacDonald laid the foundation stone for the
new building. On 18 June 1950, Prime Minister
of India Jawaharlal Nehru officially opened the
first floor of the new home. Over time, more
amenities were added to the home, including a
second storey constructed in 1959.

Besides the boys’ home, Ramakrishna Mission
also ran other services from its Bartley site.
In 1948, it established an industrial school
to teach tailoring and carpentry. Its temple,
which held religious classes and lectures by
religious teachers, was completed in 1952
with donated funds from well-known Tamil
merchant P. Govindasamy Pillai (1887-1980).
The mission also built a temple on its grounds
in 1954 for the devotees of Sri Ramakrishna.
The blue and cream building is modelled after
the mission’s main temple in West Bengal and
integrates architectural features and motifs
from different religions such as Buddhism and
Islam. This mix of cultural features reflects
the mission’s belief that all religions lead to
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Ramakrishna Mission compound, with the Boys’ Home on the left, the temple in the centre and the Swami Centenary

Memorial Cultural Building on the right, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board

Official opening of the Swami Centenary Memorial Cultural
Building by Minister for Foreign Affairs S. Rajaratnam, 1969
Ministry of Information and the Arts Collection, courtesy of
National Archives of Singapore

the same goal of enlightenment. In 1969, the
Swami Vivekananda Centenary Memorial
Building was officially launched by Minister
for Foreign Affairs S. Rajaratnam. The building
housed an auditorium, a library, a reading
room and living quarters for monks and senior
students. From 1972 to 1979, the mission also
ran the Kailaimagal Tamil School located in Yio
Chu Kang.

Over the years, the mission has steadily
expanded its social welfare and community
work. Today, the boys' home continues to
take in boys from vulnerable backgrounds. The
mission also runs counselling services, yoga
classes, a clinic, a kindergarten and a small
library open to the public.

THE SHANTANGS OF AU KANG

Au Kang is home to three shantangs, Phoh Kiu
Siang T'ng (E¥ZEE), Nam Ann Siang Theon
(FA&REH), Poh Teck Siang Tng (RIEEE).
Shantangs are traditional charity organisations
closely linked to the Teochews. Such
organisations bring together philanthropy,
religion and rituals for the afterlife. In the
pre-war years, Teochew shantangs provided
medical services, free coffins and funeral
assistance to their compatriots, many of
whom were without kin in Singapore. The
shantangs were conducted after-death rituals
as a means to ease the deceased's path to the
afterlife. Besides charitable works, shantangs
are also often bearers of Teochew culture,
with most of them having affiliated Teochew
opera or music interest groups.

During the Japanese Occupation, the five
existing shantangs in Singapore joined together
to form a charity known as the Chinese
Charitable Institutions Union. The union
dispensed medical care and distributed food
to the needy. It also took care of the dead by
collecting corpses and providing free coffins
and burials. Staff and volunteers of the union
were commonly referred to as the “Blue Cross
workers” as they would carry a membership
card marked with a blue cross. Today the union,
made up of the Teochew shantangs in Singapore,

continues to carry out charitable work under the
name “Blue Cross Charitable Institution”. While
the shantangs started as Teochew institutions,
their charitable work has always been extended
to all the needy, regardless of race or religion.
Over time, many of them have also opened their
doors to non-Teochew members to assume
leadership positions.

PHOH KIU SIANG T'NG (= &)

15 Simon Lane

Established in 1929 at Upper Circular Road,
which was known as a Teochew enclave, Phoh
Kiu Siang T'ng started with providing funeral
services for its members and dispensing
medicines to the poor. The shantang was
founded and pioneered by established
Teochews including Huang Shi Tong, who
was also involved in leading other Teochew
organisations such as Poit Ip Huay Kuan and
Thau Yong Amateur Musical Association.
During the Japanese Occupation, the shantang
was also one of the founding members of the
Chinese Charitable Institutions Union.

Besides its charitable mission, the shantang
also played a role in nurturing Teochew
culture. For example, at one point, its members
formed a Teochew opera section who would
perform regularly. During religious festivals
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and major events, the shantang would also
commission Teochew opera performances by
established troupes.

In 1953, the shantang purchased a plot of
land at Simon Lane to build bigger premises
for its members and activities. According
to the organisation, the decision to move
from Upper Circular Road to Simon Lane
was likely due to the fact that Au Kang then
had a large concentration of Teochews. The
new headquarters were officially opened on
6 December 1953 and the famed Teochew
troupe Lao Sai Tao Yuan was invited to perform
for two days as part of opening festivities.

Today, the shantang is established in Hougang
for its free clinic. In its founding years, the

Phoh Kiu Siang T'ng, 1958
Courtesy of Phoh Kiu Siang T'ng

Phoh Kiu Siang T'ng’s compound, with the temple on the left and the clinic on the right, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board
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organisation had dispensed medicines on an
ad-hoc basis depending on their resources.
By 1967, Phoh Kiu Siang T'ng had established
a free medical clinic in its new quarters at
Simon Lane. As the demand for the service
grew, the organisation purchased an adjacent
plot of land in 1990 to extend its premises and
the medical facilities. This extension project
was completed in 2012, with a new building
situated on the right of the temple, providing
larger accommodation for the temple's clinic
and offices.

NAM ANN SIANG THEON (B & & &)

36E Paya Lebar Crescent

A founding member of Chinese Charitable
Institutions Union, Nam Ann Siang Theon
was founded in 1944 during the Japanese
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Nam Ann Siang Theon at its original premises at Ah Hood
Road, undated
Courtesy of Nam Ann Siang Theon

Nam Ann Siang Theon at its current site in Paya Lebar, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board

Occupation with the mission to provide
relief and aid. It was first located at Ah Hood
Road on a plot of land donated by a Chinese
businessman. The shantang was named
“Nam Ann", meaning “Peace in the South”
in Teochew, to express the hopes of its
members to live once again in peace during
the turbulent times.

Like the other shantangs, Nam Ann Siang
Theon played an important role in providing
social welfare and support to the poor and
needy. Other than helping to alleviate poverty,
dispensing medicines and looking after funeral
arrangements, the shantang also established
an education department in the post-war
years. This led to the founding of Nam Ann
School in 1946 at Ah Hood Road, which closed
in 1975 because of falling enrolment.

In 1975, the organisation’s premises were
acquired for urban redevelopment. Nam Ann
Siang Theon thus purchased its current site
in Paya Lebar. Its new headquarters were
officially opened in 1980.

POH TECK SIANG TNG (3R{Zz &)
109 Hougang Avenue 5

Poh Teck Siang Tng was founded in 1959 by 17
Teochews living in two localities of Toa Payoh,

Poh Teck Siang Tng at Braddell Road. The facade had two

crosses to signify the shantang's membership with the Blue

Cross Charitable Institution, 1960s
Ministry of Information and the Arts Collection, courtesy of
National Archives of Singapore

Hup Choon Hng and Ann Siang Suah (not to
be confused with Ann Siang Hill in Tanjong
Pagar). Shortly after its founding, the shantang
began its charitable work, including donations
to the poor and providing free coffins and
burials. It also started a clinic for consultations
and dispensing of Western medicines.

The shantang was officially registered in 1961.
It then moved from Toa Payoh to 108 Braddell
Road. An attap house was first built to house
the organisation, which also erected a shrine
to deity Song Dafeng. This was rebuilt as a zinc
and cement structure when the shantang’s site
was affected by road construction works in
1962. The new building, completed in 1965, had
a worship hall in the front dedicated to Song
Dafeng, and a merit hall at the back housing
ancestral tablets of the shantang’s members.

In the early 1970s, the shantang was informed
that the land it occupied was zoned for
educational use. It thus joined three other
templestobuilda Tian De Temple, completedin
1985 off Lorong Low Koon. Since then, besides
its charitable work through the Blue Cross, Poh
Teck Siang Tng also continues its social welfare
work among communities in Hougang, such
as food distribution, regular donations to the
needy and disbursing bursaries to students.

NANYANG NEO CLAN ASSOCIATION
(FEEFERRAR)

87 Kovan Road

Nanyang Neo Clan Association has its origins
in 1913, when Chinese immigrants with the
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The former clan building along Upper Serangoon Road,

undated
Courtesy of Nanyang Neo Clan Association

surname Neo purchased a plot of land at Lorong
Lew Lian to build an ancestral hall. Completed
in 1928, the hall provided the space for the
Neos to gather and worship their ancestors
during important days such as Qing Ming.

In 1932, the Neos registered the Neo Clan
Association with the objectives of bringing
together their kinsmen, fostering bonds and
providing social assistance for their members.
A clan building for the members, however, was
only to be erected two decades later, when
the Neos constructed two three-storey blocks
along Upper Serangoon Road in 1954. The name
was then officially changed to Nanyang Neo
Clan Association. With the new headquarters,
the clan's membership grew steadily.

Due to urban redevelopment, the plot of land
at Lorong Lew Lian was acquired in 1974. The
clan thus bought 87 Kovan Road to relocate
the hall. The new clan building and ancestral
hall were thus completed in 1984. Today,
besides serving its members, the clan also
regularly organises charitable activities such
as supporting and befriending the elderly.
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THE SERANGOON KHIUNG JAI CO-
VILLAGERS ASSOCIATION AND TWEE
BOEY TENG NIANG TEMPLE G N f5 i85
AESS; FEKEZRE

Serangoon Khiung Jai Co-Villagers Association:
102 Lorong Ah Soo

Twee Boey Teng Niang Temple: 109A Hougang
Avenue 5

The Serangoon Khiung Jai Co-Villagers
Association represented and served the
Hainanese enclave living in Lorong Ah Soo.
Called Hai Lam Hng (“Hainan Garden” in
Teochew and Hokkien), it was said that there
were a few hundred Hainanese families residing
in the area then. To educate their children, the
villagers of Hai Lam Hng banded together and
raised funds to set up Wah Mong School in
1937, which conducted its classes in Hainanese.

In 1958, the villagers registered a clan
association, renting its first premises at 141-
2 Lorong Ah Soo. The association served
to foster closer ties among the Hainanese
members, provide social support and mutual
aid. Within a short time, its membership
had grown to 400. In 1961, the association
purchased a property at 148 Lorong Ah Soo
to house its new, bigger headquarters. The
Serangoon Khiung Jai Co-Villagers Association
was then officially opened in 1962.

The association also played a role in nurturing
Hainanese culture. In 1964, it set up Guang Yi

troupe helmed by well-known Hainanese opera
stars such as Zhou Chao Zhen, Feng Jin Chuan
and Feng Zhen Xue. Among those who were
joined the troupe and later became established
performers were Fu Qing Yun, Long He Run,
Huang Wang Wen and Zhen Jia Ling. The troupe
featured regularly at the association’s events
and was often invited by other associations and
temples to perform as well.

In the 1970s, Lorong Ah Soo had to undergo
urban redevelopment. The association
thus raised funds and bought its current
site at 102 Lorong Ah Soo in 1979. Its new
headquarters was completed in 1984. Since
then, the association has continued to be
active in fostering ties among the Hainanese
in Singapore. In 1997, it also set up a network
with seven other Hainanese associations in
Singapore to coordinate their programmes.

The association’s headquarters at 141-2 Lorong Ah Soo,
undated
Courtesy of Serangoon Khiung Jai Co-Villagers Association

The Serangoon Khiung Jai Co-Villagers Association at the present site, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board

The temple's opera stage, undated
Courtesy of Twee Boey Teng Niang Temple

Twee Boey Teng Niang Temple was founded in
Lorong Ah Soo during the pre-war years and is
closely linked to the history and development
of the Hainanese enclave at Lorong Ah Soo
and The Serangoon Khiung Jai Co-Villagers
Association. Dedicated to Shui Wei Sheng
Niang, a deity known to be a protector of
seafarers and closely linked to Hainanese
culture, the temple was known to have housed
Wah Mong School in its early years. Later,
when the temple erected a permanent opera
stage, the stage served as classrooms for the
students as well.

According to the temple, quite a few of the
Hainanese residing in Lorong Ah Soo then were
working as seafarers. The temple and worship
of its main deity thus played a particularly
relevant role in their lives. Before The
Serangoon Khiung Jai Co-Villagers Association
was established, the temple was the de-facto
social hub for the Hainanese villagers.

During its three main religious festivals, the
last two days of Chinese New Year, Zhong
Yuan festival (also known as Hungry Ghosts’
Festival) and the birthday of Shui Wei Sheng
Mu in the 10th lunar month, thousands
of villagers would gather for feasts and
celebrations. On top of its religious function,
the temple also provided mutual aid such
as dispensing help to the needy and sick.
The temple also enjoyed a close relationship
with The Serangoon Khiung Jai Co-Villagers
Association, and the association often used
the temple’s premises for its activities during
the early years.
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In 1981, the temple had to relocate due to
urban redevelopment. It combined with two
other temples and Poh Teck Siang Tng to build
a new temple complex, completed in 1985, at
the present site.

SAI HO PIAT SU (7] 3 2F)
777 Upper Serangoon Road

Sai Ho Piat Su was formed to bring together
Chinese with the surname Lin, also spelled
“Lim" in Hokkien and Teochew. According to
Lim Cheng Song (b. 1915), who was one of the
founders of Sai Ho Piat Su and founder of Puay
Kee Chinese School, the Lims living in Au Kang
came together in 1937 to found the association
as there was no such organisation in the area
then. The members were from various Chinese
dialect groups, with Hokkiens and Teochews
forming the majority.

The association was first housed in premises
at the 6th milestone rented from businessman
Lim Ah Pin, who was also one of the founding
members. A few years after its founding, war
broke out, and the association dissolved. After
the war, the members revived the organisation
in 1946, this time renting premises at the 5th
milestone near Hougang Tou Mu Kung. The
current headquarters was erected in 1982.

The association was named Sai Ho Piat Su,
meaning “West River Villa" in Hokkien. “Sai
Ho", or “West River"”, is the choronym for those
of the surname Lim. A choronym, which is the
name of the region associated with a specific

o e T s Pt
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew with the members of Sai Ho
Piat Su during his visit to Upper Serangoon, 1963

Ministry of Information and the Arts Collection, courtesy of
National Archives of Singapore
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family name, is also referred to as denghao
in Mandarin, literally meaning the name
on lanterns. This is because the choronym
is painted on paper lanterns, usually hung
outside a home or ancestral hall, as a means of
announcing the familial origins of the residents.

In the case of the Lims, “Sai Ho" was an
ancient administrative district in China closely
associated with the family name.

ALL SAINTS MEMORIAL CHAPEL
5 Poh Huat Road

Built in 1978, All Saints Memorial Chapel was
established by Bethel Presbyterian Church
with the support of Christian denominations
including the Presbyterian, Anglican, Methodist
churches and other independent churches.

Though the chapel was only constructed
in 1978, the history of the site goes back to
1885, when the colonial government allocated
the land to the Senior Missionary of the
Presbyterian Church of England for 999 years.
It was to be used for building a chapel and as
a burial site. However, it appears that the land
was left largely undeveloped by the church.

In 1969, the government issued a notice to
acquire the land for urban redevelopment.
Bethel Presbyterian Church, who inherited the

land, appealed to retain the land for the building
of a memorial chapel and columbarium. This
was subsequently approved by the government.

In the early years, All Saints Memorial Chapel
functioned primarily as a memorial chapel
and columbarium before branching into social
welfare services. In 1986, the chapel started a
30-bed nursinghome inits ancillary hall. Called
All Saints Home, it operated till 2001 when
it moved to a new building in Tampines. The
ancillary hall was then rebuilt as a three-storey
building to become a new nursing home cum
memorial hall. Completed in 2004, the new
home was named All Saints Home (Hougang).
The memorial plague was unveiled by then
President S R Nathan in 2005.

Laying of the foundation stone for All Saints Memorial
Chapel, 1976

Singapore Press Holdings Collection, courtesy of National
Archives of Singapore

All Saints Memeorial Chapel in the foreground with All Saints Home in the background, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board
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HERITAGE BUSINESSES:
FROM GENERATION TO

GENERATION

place where families have lived
Ageneration after generation, Hougang

is also where many long-time
businesses have started and flourished,
serving generations of residents. Having
been operating and living in Hougang since
the kampong days, the owners of these
businesses carry fond memories of the old
Au Kang as well. Today, as you walk around
the precinct, you can still find some of these
traditional businesses operating, having been
passed down to the next generation. These
businesses, along with many others not
mentioned here, are part of Hougang's cultural
fabric. They continue to be very much a part
of life in the housing town today, serving long-
time and new customers alike.

AH SEAH TEOCHEW PORRIDGE
31 Teck Chye Terrace

Ah Seah Teochew Porridge has been serving
Teochew porridge, a well-loved staple in the
Teochew enclave of Hougang, since the 1960s.
Founder Lee Huat picked up his culinary skills
at the age of 15 when he started working
at a Teochew porridge shop at the junction
of Upper Paya Lebar and Upper Serangoon
Roads. In 1964, he set up his first stall in the
former Lim Tua Tow market. Over the years,
the business relocated several times before
settling in its current premise. Lee Huat,
who named the shop after his pet name, Ah
Seah, shared: “My dishes are simple; meat
balls, mixed vegetables, braised duck, braised
pork—all traditional Teochew dishes. Many of my

Ah Seah Teochew Porridge occupying 2 shop units at Teck Chye Terrace, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board
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customers have been coming for years, even after
moving away from Hougang. Some have grown
up eating my food. As a Teochew selling Teochew
porridge in Hougang, known to be a Teochew
place, | feel very proud. Over the years, I've been
involved with so many happenings here, from the
annual Hungry Ghosts’ month celebrations to
relocation of hawkers. Today, my daughter Carol
has taken over the business.”

NEO KIAN GUAN CONFECTIONARY & CAKES
7 Hougang Avenue 3

Now managed by the third generation, Neo
Kian Guan Confectionary & Cakes is famed for
its traditional Hokkien and Teochew pastries.
Chook Kam Yook recalled: “My father-in-law
was an apprentice in a traditional confectionary
in Nan An, China. Shortly after coming over to
Singapore, he started his own business at Jalan
Kayu in 1932. There he sold traditional Hokkien
snacks such as laohua (made of puffed glutinous
rice and sugar).”

In 1949, the shop relocated to 702 Upper
Serangoon Road, near Lim Tua Tow Road.
There, the family lived on the second floor
while the shop occupied the ground floor.

N

Neo Kian Guan Confectionery & Cakes, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board
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Besides selling snacks, the shop also sold
wedding confectionary and special pastries
used in religious festivals. John Neo, Chook
Kam Yook's son, shared: “My grandfather also
provided rental of traditional wedding gowns.
Customers who bought wedding confectionary

F -
Laohua confectionery are traditionally used during Hokkien

weddings and ceremonies, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board
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could get their gowns here as well. We also had
an old-styled catering business, whereby we
would cook on site for wedding feasts. It was a
one-stop wedding shop then.”

During religious and cultural festivals, the
confectionary would be busy with orders. For
instance, during Chinese New Year, there
would be orders for gek hong (red/white
candy), huat kueh (steamed cakes) and ni ko (a
cake made from glutinous rice flour). For the
seventh month celebrations, the confectionary
would prepare shoutao (longevity buns),
shou mian (longevity noodles) and huat kueh
(steamed cakes). When the Nine Emperor
Gods festival comes around, they would
sell black and white sesame balls. John Neo
recalled: “During religious festivals, we would
have huge orders for longevity buns which were
all hand-made. It took us three days two nights
to fulfil the orders. No sleep! 15 bags of 25kg of
flour. My mother would steam the buns as we
made them.”

Due to urban redevelopment, the shop
relocated first to Hougang Central, and then
to its current premises in 2008. The business
has also adapted to changing times. John Neo
shared: “Nowadays we use less lard than in the
past. Customers now also want more colourful
cakes. In the past, customers would order laohua
(a snack made from sticky rice, sugar and peanut
oil) by the kilogram for weddings to give to friends
and family. Now the trend is to give cakes instead.
Still, we have regular customers coming back.
Some are even third-generation customers.”

CHEONG ANN WATCH MAKER
4 Lim Tua Tow Road

Opened in 1947 along Upper Serangoon Road,
Cheong Ann Watch Maker specialises in
clocks and gramophones and is now run by
the second and third generations of a Hokkien
family. Lim Gee Lam, who founded the shop,
had learnt his skills as a young apprentice in a
watch repair shop.

In the early years, Cheong Ann mainly
provided watch and clock repair and servicing.
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In the 1980s, as Cheong Ann saw more
expatriate customers sourcing collectibles,
the business evolved to selling antiques and
collectibles. Initially, the family would scour
Singapore for antique pieces. Over time, they
built a network in Malaysia to collect vintage
timepieces. Today, Lim’'s grandson, Sean Lim,
sources for merchandise through social media
and his travels.

Second-generation owner, David Lim, shared:
“I grew up at 533 Upper Serangoon Road, where
our shop was then. There were many plantations
then, and childhood days were very happy. Near
us, there was a tailor, shoe shop, provision store,
a shop that made mattresses and pillows, and a
Chinese medical shop. Growing up, | spent my
time playing with the mechanical stuff in the
shop. | would take all the parts out and did not
know how to put them back! That was how | got
interested in the business—how to put everything
back and get it working again.”

David Lim in his shop at Lim Tua Tow Road, 2020

Courtesy of National Heritage Board

Second-generation owner David Lim, with his father, at the
shop, c. 1960s
Courtesy of David Lim
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HO TIT COFFEE POWDER FACTORY
402 Upper Paya Lebar Road

Ho Tit Coffee Powder Factory is one of
the oldest surviving coffee companies in
Singapore and has been operating in the same
premises since the early 1950s. According to
the current owner Dominic Chua, his father
Chua Tok Hoon ventured into the coffee
business sometime in the 1940s. The senior
Chua was working for prominent Chinese
businessman Neo Ao Tiew during the
Japanese Occupation in warehousing and got
to know people in the coffee industry. After
the war, he worked for a coffee factory and
built his knowledge of the trade.

In the early 1950s, Chua set up his shop along
Upper Paya Lebar Road dealing in coffee
beans and powder. Next to his shop was a
coffee factory which did the roasting for the
beans. The factory ran into financial troubles
some years later and Chua took over the

Ho Tit Coffee Powder Factory, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board

roasting machines. Dominic Chua recalled:
“My mother used to live at Lorong Ah Soo. That
was probably why my father started shop here.
Most of the customers then were households. My
parents would prepare the coffee powder in tins
and peddle it in Lorong Ah Soo and Tampines
area. When | joined the family business in 1985,
we already had routes established for selling and
sending the powder. Every day would have its
own route. We had a pair of Taiwanese sisters
who told us that their grandmother used to dip
their pacifiers in coffee when they were babies.
That was how they started drinking coffee.”

The factory is now run by Dominic Chua
and his wife Cynthia Aw. From a humble
shop selling beans and powder, Ho Tit has
grown to produce traditional and gourmet
coffee blends as well. Today, the factory still
uses some of its original machines from its
early days, such as its grinding machine and
weighing scales that measure in catties (one
catty is equivalent to 600g).

JUST ANTHONY
379 Upper Paya Lebar Road

Just Anthony was set up by its founder
Anthony Lee in the 1970s and is a well-known
Chinese antique furniture and accessories
store in Hougang. Notably, the business itself
is situated in an eye-catching bungalow on
stilts that was built since the 1950s along
Upper Paya Lebar Road.

Lee started his business due to his interest
in Peranakan Chinese furniture. Over time, it
became harder to source Peranakan Chinese
furniture in Singapore. Lee thus started

Just Anthony at its present site, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board

o

Just Anthony'’s collection of Chinese antiques, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board
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bringing in Chinese antique pieces from China
and expanded the business to include classic
and modern Chinese furniture reproductions.
Just Anthony's customers used to be largely
made up of expatriates, but now they have
more local customers.

Today, the business continues to be run by
his daughter Danielle Lee, who shared: “I have
an interest in vintage items and design, so it was
exciting for me when we have sourcing trips.
Some of our customers who were expatriates
were from 10, 20 years ago, and when they come
to Singapore for a holiday, they would visit us.
That was very nice.”
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SERANGOON LIAN HIN TAILOR
955 Upper Serangoon Road

Tailor Cha Ah Kau still runs this long-time
business in the same shop where he started out
in1964. Cha had immigrated to Singapore from
Malaysia at the age of 16 in 1957 looking for a
better life. His neighbour, who had arrived in
Singapore earlier, had by then set up a tailoring
shop along Upper Serangoon Road. Cha thus
joined him as an apprentice. Cha recalled:

“After some years, my boss acquired a new shop
in Changi, but there were riots in Geylang then.
| was afraid to join him there, so | decided to
open my own business instead. Someone told me
then that there was a shop for rent near Simon
Road market at $80 a month. The “tea money”,
however, was $2000 (undocumented transaction
fee for leasing a space then). | managed to borrow
$5000 and used the remaining $3000 to buy
sewing machines, textiles and materials. My boss’
shop was called Lian Hin Tailor and he was fine
with me using the same name, with a ‘Hougang’
in front.”

In 1968, Cha began renting the whole shop
instead of just the front. By then the tea
money demanded had increased to $5000.
Cha remembered: “Back then we had over 30
workers. We could make 100 pairs of pants a day.
There were about 12 tailoring shops then in this

Serangoon Lian Hin Tailor, 2020
Courtesy of National Heritage Board

area. There were also many secret societies here
then. When | started the business, they came to
demand protection fees every day. Not just one,
a few different triads. In the end, | paid one triad
$108 a year for exclusive protection so that the
other gangs did not come to harass me!”

By the 1980s, business had slowed down as
denim jeans became the trend. Cha eventually
decided to buy over the shop space. He mused:
“This shop was single-storeyed when | bought it. |
rebuilt it to become three storeys. Today, I still have
many customers from Tampines and Punggol.
Most of them are in their 40s, 50s, or 60s. I'm now
the oldest business owner in this area.”

Owner Cha Ah Kau cutting a piece of cloth to make a pair
of trousers, 2020

Courtesy of National Heritage Board
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» OUR HERITAGE

SUGGESTED SHORT
TRAIL ROUTES

LANDMARKS OF HOUGANG

1 hour with public transport

Dive into the history of Hougang through
the landmarks that have characterised the
landscape along Upper Serangoon Road for
more than 70 years. This trail takes you down
one of Singapore's oldest roads and introduces
sites that represent the diverse communities
who lived and worked in Hougang.

Begin your journey at the Church of the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the oldest
landmark in Hougang and the emblem of the
Teochew Catholic community in this area. This
Roman Catholic church has its roots in France,
when in 1852 a French missionary organisation
Les Mission Etrangeres de Paris (MEP) sent its
first priest here to serve a growing Teochew
Catholic community. Schools such as Holy
Innocents’ English Boys' School (renamed
Montfort School) and Convent of the Holy
Infant Jesus (CHIJ) Our Lady of the Nativity
were founded on the church'’s grounds in 1916
and 1957 respectively. Today, the church’'s
Teochew heritage can still be seen in its weekly
masses held in the Teochew dialect. The
church was gazetted as a National Monument
in 2005.

Next, cross the overhead bridge and take a bus
to Kovan MRT. As you cross the road, you will
see a row of single-storey terraced units on
your right and bronze statues of a poultry seller
and his customer on your left. These bronze
statues commemorate the former Simon Road
market that was located in this area. Simon
Road market was constructed in 1948 and
was an important commercial node for the
population living in Singapore's north-eastern
region until its closing in 1999. Complementing

the market is the row of single-storey terraced
units that you see today. This row is the only
remaining building of the former market area.
In the market's heyday, these units housed
businesses such as provision shops, eateries
and motoring workshops.

Continue to walk up Upper Serangoon Road
to St. Paul's Church. Completed in 1936,
this Anglican church first served British
servicemen, their families and the Eurasian
community living in the Teochew-dominated
area. The construction of the church was
funded by the Oehlers, a Eurasian family that
lived in Hougang. By the post-war period, the
church’s congregation grew to include Chinese
and Tamil members.

Proceed along Upper Serangoon Road towards
Masjid Haji Yusoff, the oldest mosque in
Hougang that was founded in 1921. This
institution was built on land donated by
Gujarati merchant and philanthropist Ahmad
Mohamed Salleh Angullia, who was also

a Justice of the Peace, a member of the
Municipal Commission and a prominent figure
within the Muslim community. The mosque
catered to Muslims living in the surrounding
Malay kampongs of Hougang and Upper Paya
Lebar, such as former Kampong Haji Sirat near
Jansen Road.

A short distance away from the mosque
stands Hougang Tou Mu Kung, the oldest
temple in Singapore that is dedicated to the
Nine Emperor Gods. It was first founded
as a shrine at Lim Loh Village (at present-
day Wolskel Road) before relocating to its
current site in 1921. The temple is noted for
the 11-day long Nine Emperor Gods festival
during the ninth month of the lunar calendar.
This festival is marked by traditional rituals
and grand processions to Sungei Serangoon
to invite the deities into the temple. The
spectacular processions draw devotees from
across Singapore, giving the temple its well-
established status as a landmark of Hougang.
The temple was gazetted as a National
Monument in 2005.

Next, head further up until you reach the
junction of Upper Serangoon Road and
Boundary Road. Here, you will come across
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Teck Chye Terrace, which was built in 1928
by Chinese businessman Lim Teck Chye. A
landmark of the former Lim Tua Tow market
area, Teck Chye Terrace and the market have
long been known as a food haven for the
people living in the vicinity. Until the 1990s,
itinerant hawkers peddling fares from fried
carrot cake to beef noodles also used to
throng the market grounds. Today, Teck Chye
Terrace is still reputed for its food offerings.
You may wish to have a stop by Ah Seah's
Teochew Porridge, one of the shops housed
in the terrace. The family-run business has
been serving the traditional Teochew fare to
residents of Hougang since the 1960s and the
porridge is still a well-loved favourite amongst
many foodies today.

Finish your exploration of Upper Serangoon
Road at Paya Lebar Methodist Church, sited
just across the junction of Upper Serangoon
Road and Boundary Road. Established in
1932, this church is the first and only church
in Hougang to offer service for Peranakan
Christians conducted in Baba Malay. This
service originated from the Malay Prayer
Service started in 1934 to reach out to the
Peranakan community living in the area. The
present-day Covenant Centre behind the main
church building is also the former site of the
Paya Lebar Methodist Girls' School before it
shifted to Lorong Ah Soo.

ARCHITECTURAL GEMS

1 hour 45 min with public transport

Hougang is a showcase of architectural styles
that reflect the time and cultural landscape
of the area before the modern Housing &
Development Board (HDB) town was built in
the early 1980s. This trail brings you to explore
the built heritage of Hougang, such as its pre-
war shophouses, religious institutions and
National Monuments.

Start your journey at Ramakrishna Mission,
just a short walk from Bartley MRT station.
The conserved buildings within the mission's
compound were built in the 1950s, shortly
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after Commissioner-General for Southeast
Asia Malcolm MacDonald laid the foundation
stone for the boys' home in 1948. Look out for
the beautiful temple that was erected on the
grounds in 1954, This blue and cream building
is modelled after the mission’s main temple in
West Bengal, India, and integrates architectural
features from different religions such as
Buddhism and Islam. This mix of cultural
features reflects the mission’s belief that all
religions lead to the same goal of enlightenment.

Next, walk through How Sun estate and along
Upper Paya Lebar Road to reach Tian Kong
& Kancanarama Buddhist Temple, a joint
complex housing a Thai Buddhist temple
and a Taoist temple. This institution is one of
the five Thai temples in Singapore that are
officially recognised by the King of Thailand.
The building, completed in 1996, incorporates
classic features of traditional Thai architecture,
complete with multiple roof tiers and decorative
pointed structures at the gable ends of the
roofs. On the roof of the gate and building, you
can also see intricate gold engravings which
were hand-carved by the resident head monk
for over a decade.

Stroll along Upper Paya Lebar Road until you
reach the junction at Upper Serangoon Road
and cross over to Teck Chye Terrace. Built in
1928, these pre-war shophouses were designed
to subtly reflect the Art Deco style that was
popular at the time. Features of this style can
be seen through the geometric decorative
elements above the second-floor windows and
the simple clean lines that frame the facade of
the building. Since its completion, this building's

lower level has housed many shops and eateries
that served the residents of the vicinity.

Continue on your trail by walking along Upper
Serangoon Road to reach Hougang Tou Mu
Kung. This temple was originally built in 1902
in the traditional Hokkien architectural style,
with pronounced curvatures in its roof ridges.
To reflect the Teochew community in Hougang,
renovations in later years integrated Teochew
architectural features such as gentler slopes for
the roof. Take a closer look at the walls around
the windows on the main temple building to
spot the geometric decorative carvings that
were incorporated since the temple was first
constructed. During past renovations, these
carvings were covered by plaster and were only
rediscovered and restored during the temple’s
most recent renovation in 2016.

Hop on a bus to Hougang's second National
Monument, the Church of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Along the way, be sure
to look out for Block 25 on your right, an HDB
block with a mural of a bright and sunny sky,
welcoming visitors to Hougang Town. Upon
arriving at the church, take a close look at the
building’'s Neo-Gothic features, such as pointed
arches and ribbed vaults. Over a century old, the
church was built in 1901 and was later extended
in 1933 to accommodate a new sanctuary and
sacristy. Look out for the marble statue of the
Immaculate Conception of Mary located in
front of the church. Donated by Sultan Ibrahim
of Johor in 1946, it was said that the statue was
gifted as a sign of the strong friendship between
the sultan and the parish priest at that time.

Continue down Hougang Avenue 7 and head
to Block 316, more popularly known as the
Rainbow Block of Hougang. This eye-catching
building is one of the earliest HDB blocks that
were built in Hougang during the 1980s. These
HDB blocks were planned and designed with
curved corners to give the buildings a more
distinctive character. Like Block 25, Block 316
stands out visually with a colourful and bright
rainbow mural splashed across its facade since
its construction was completed in the 1980s.
This rainbow mural has since been redesigned a
few times, but it continues to be a modern icon
of Hougang Town today.

Optional: If you would like to explore more, take
a stroll along Hougang Avenue 3 to Chee Tong
Temple, an impressive structure completed
in 1987. During its construction, appointed
architects underwent regular consultations
with the temple's deities through mediums to
seek divine inputs on the design of the building.
As requested, architects deliberately excluded
sharp corners in the building, which are
considered to be inauspicious. Atop the temple,
the apex of the roof is designed in a series of
eight-sided prisms, evoking the lotus, which is
the symbol of purity in Chinese culture.

INSTITUTIONS OF SERVICE

Thour 30 min with public transport

Hougang is perhaps best known as a Teochew
enclave. Lesser known is the fact that it is
also quite a diverse area, whether in terms of
cultural or religious communities. From the
Hainanese to the Eurasians, this thematic
trail brings you on a tour of the legacies of
Hougang's diverse communities.
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Begin the trail at Phoh Kiu Siang T'ng, whichis a
short walk from Kovan MRT. This organisation
is one of the three shantangs or charitable halls
in Hougang, with these traditional charity
organisations being strongly affiliated with
the Teochew community. Phoh Kiu Siang
T'ng was founded in 1929 at Upper Circular
Road and relocated here in 1953. Since 1967,
this Teochew organisation has opened a free
medical clinic to serve the people of Hougang.
Today, besides the clinic, the organisation also
regularly supports charitable initiatives such
as donations to the elderly.

Walk through Kovan City to reach Tua Jia
Kar (“foot of the big well” in Teochew), a
commemorative replica of a large well that
once supplied clean water to the kampong
residents of the area. The communal well was
originally sited at the former Upper Serangoon
Somapah Village (now Kovan City). Although
piped water was later installed in the village,
it was said that many villagers still preferred
to draw water from Tua Jia Kar. This well was
so significant to the kampong residents that
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a commemorative plaque and replica was
installed here at Hougang Street 21in 2005.

Next, walk to Hougang Avenue 3 to visit Neo
Kian Guan Confectionary & Cakes, a family
business that has served and fed Hougang's
residents for more than 70 years. Famed for
its traditional Hokkien and Teochew pastries,
the business was originally founded in the
1930s in Jalan Kayu. In 1949, the Hokkien
founders moved to Lim Tua Tow Road where
they became popular among Hougang's
residents and temples. The shop moved to its
current premises in 2008 and is now run by
the family's third generation. They continue
to make traditional confectionery for long-
time customers in Hougang, who would return
to make orders of these sweet treats during
festivals such as the Lunar New Year, Mid-
Autumn Festival and even weddings.

Take a stroll down Hougang Avenue 3 to Zi Yun
Kai Ji Gong. This temple complex houses three
smaller temples that relocated here since the
1990s: Kai Hock Tong Temple, Keat Sun Beo
and Chao Ying Kong Temple. Notably, Kai
Hock Tong Temple was founded by Lim Loh,
father of war hero Lim Bo Seng. During the
late 1800s, Lim Loh brought incense from his
clan’s temple in Fujian, China, to his brickworks
factory at Wolskel Road to serve as a family
shrine. In 1919, a permanent temple was built
in the shrine's place and operated until the
1990s before relocating to its present site.

Today, while many of the descendants of the
Lim clan still worship at the temple, the reach
of worshippers has since expanded beyond the
surname clan.

Next, return to Tampines Road. Take a bus into
Lorong Ah Soo and alight at The Serangoon
Khiung Jai Co-Villagers Association. This
association was established in 1958 by the
Hainanese community living along Lorong Ah
Soo, an area that residents referred to as Hai
Lam Hng (“Hainan Garden" in Teochew and
Hokkien). The association facilitated social
support and mutual aid to the Hainanese
families living in Lorong Ah Soo at the time and
was also known for nurturing Hainanese opera
performers during the 1960s and 1970s. Today,
the association continues to offer programmes
and services to the community, including
providing education bursaries for children
living in the Hougang area.

Finally, take a bus or walk down Upper Paya
Lebar Road and cut through How Sun Estate
to end the trail at Ramakrishna Mission, a
branch of the Ramakrishna Order of India, a
worldwide spiritual and welfare organisation
based in India. In 1943, the mission founded
a boys’' home for the destitute and orphaned
at its Bartley Road site. In 1950, then Prime
Minister of India Jawaharlal Nehru visited the
mission and officially opened a new building in
the compound for the boys' home. Since then,
the mission expanded its social work to include
a former Tamil language school, a medical
clinic, counselling services, a kindergarten and
a small library open to the public.
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An aerial image of the 7th milestone aréa at the foot of Sungei Serangoon, with the steeple of the Church of the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary seen in the distance, 1958

Aerial photographs by the British Royal Air Force between 1940 to 1970s, from a collection held by the National
Archives of Singapore. Crown copyright



The Hougang Heritage Trail is part of the National Heritage Board's
ongoing efforts to document and present the history and social
memories of places in Singapore. We hope this trail will bring back fond
memories for those who have worked, lived or played in the area, and
serve as a useful source of information for visitors and new residents.
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Board BOARD Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth

Upper Serangoon Road near the junction with Upper Paya Lebar Road, 1967
Ministry of Information and the Arts Collection, courtesy of the National Archives of Singapore



