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Sea pavilion at 494 Upper East Coast Road
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A now-landlocked seawall near Marine Parade Road, 2016

Art Deco-style metal grill gates along the old seawall show 
coastal motifs, 2016

FORMER COASTLINE: SEA PAVILION AND OLD SEAWALLS
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LOCAL MEETS GLOBAL:  
HOMES AND SHOPHOUSES
With Malay communities and those from 
across the Indonesian archipelago well-
established in the east, no survey of the 
architecture of the area would be complete 
without acknowledging traditional Southeast 
Asian styles. A number of homes here, 
mirroring the diversity of cultures that met 
and melded in Singapore, feature kampong 
(“village” in Malay) style elements while 
others combine these elements with European 
influences.

A 1960s house on Wiltshire Rise, just behind 
Lucky Heights, bears the character of a 
traditional Malay home. Constructed in brick, 
wood and zinc, its layout includes the rumah 
ibu (“main living space” in Malay) partitioned 
into sleeping areas, a prominent serambi 
(“veranda” in Malay), an overhanging roof and 
a rumah dapur (“kitchen” in Malay). Within 
the compound, courtyard intervals mark 
extensions made to the residence. 

Villa Kahar, along Bedok Avenue, is a fine 
example of a synthesis between traditional and 
imported styles. Standing on stilts that recall 
the kampong house, this 1920s residence also 
possesses a symmetric outlook, pale colours 
and a balcony that show its Neo-Rococo 
influences. Outhouses at the back functioned 
as bathrooms, kitchens and servants’ quarters, 
and an adjacent house likely has its origins 
as an outgrowth of living quarters from the 
original Villa Kahar structure.

Shophouses, one of the iconic architectural 
forms of Singapore and the region, can be 
found in the east as well. Along Upper East 
Coast Road is a row of 1920s shophouses 
featuring the Neo-Georgian style that was 
experiencing a revival in the United Kingdom 
during that period.

Villa Kahar along Bedok Avenue, 2016

A row of Neo-Georgian style shophouses along  
Upper East Coast Road, 2016

A house at Wiltshire Rise based on the layout of a 
traditional Malay home, 2016

Seawall featuring carved rosettes and interlinked coins, 2016



41

COMMUNITY LIFE

In Bedok and the East Coast, schools, mosques, 
temples and churches speak eloquently of the 
diversity of the many communities that made 

their home here. 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
One of their shared aspirations was for a better 
life through education, and many fishermen and 
farmers who had little or no formal education 
of their own were determined to secure their 
children’s futures. Pooling their precious 
resources to hire teachers, they established 
village schools. Other families went without the 
helping hands of their children, choosing instead 
to send them to government or community 
schools that were usually much further away.

SEKOLAH MELAYU PADANG TERBAKAR

The Government Annual Education Report 
of 1883 noted that two schools had been 
established at Siglap and at Kampong Padang 
Terbakar that year. The latter village, with a 
name that refers to “burnt fields” in Malay, was 
located to the east of Bedok Corner, close to 
where Xilin Avenue is today. Sekolah Melayu 
Padang Terbakar provided essential primary 
education for children in the area, including 
those from kampongs (“villages” in Malay) in 
Bedok who sometimes had to walk for up to an 
hour to get to school.

FISHERIES DEPARTMENT SCHOOL

With the sea at its doorstep and a centuries-
rich fishing culture, it was little surprise that 
the Fisheries Department established a school 
here during the colonial era. This school was 
located at the eighth milestone of the old 
Upper East Coast Road, known colloquially as 
Batu Lapan (“eighth milestone” in Malay).

In a high-raftered boathouse, youths were 
taught how to handle fishing vessels before 
being brought out to sea for practical exercises. 
A variety of fishing methods, the manufacture 

and mending of nets as well as modern 
fisheries science, including the preservation of 
seafood through canning, curing and bottling 
were taught. Educators at this school included 
Ishak bin Ahmad, father of Singapore’s first 
president Yusof bin Ishak, and Justice of the 
Peace A. Karim bin Embi Abdullah.

CHAI CHEE SECONDARY SCHOOL
From the 1960s, kampong residents were 
well aware of shifting tides in education. 
For example, the English language was 
increasingly regarded as an important asset 
in the national drive towards industrialisation. 
As a result of the heightened awareness of the 
importance of education, particularly English-
based education, villagers pressed politicians 
for secondary schools to be built in their 
districts. 

In 1968, the government set up Chai Chee 
Secondary School along Sennett Road, which 
o�ered lessons in both English and Chinese. 
Integrated schools such as Chai Chee, which 
o�ered instruction in multiple languages, 
became the norm in the decades ahead, with 
English later emerging as the main medium 
of instruction together with mother tongue 
languages such as Malay, Mandarin and Tamil. 
Later renamed Bedok Town Secondary School, 
this institution has since merged with Ping Yi 
Secondary School.

PING YI SECONDARY SCHOOL
61 Chai Chee Street

Ping Yi Secondary School, 2016
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Established as Pin Ghee Public School in 1930, 
this institution took its name from the Peng 
Ghee neighbourhood in Kampong Chai Chee. 
This originally Chinese-medium school was 
founded through strong support and donations 
from villagers.

For the first seven years of its existence, Pin 
Ghee functioned as a village school and would 
have made use of communal village facilities 
such as the wayang (Malay for a theatrical 
or operatic show) stage. When the school 
acquired its own facilities in 1937, the seven 
classrooms in the new school quickly filled 
up due to the strong demand for education 
among the residents of Chai Chee.

Like a number of other Chinese schools, Pin 
Ghee found itself swept up in the turmoil of 
pro-communist and leftist movements in the 
1960s. These movements drew much support 
from the young Chinese and many students 
asserted their political opposition with 
boycotts of examinations, demonstrations 
and so on. The Pin Ghee Old Boys’ Association 
was also banned from publishing what the 
authorities deemed as politically subversive 
articles.

The political battles of Chinese-medium 
schools as well as the national shift towards 
English as the language of business and 
administration, meant that the appeal of 
Chinese schools such as Pin Ghee began to 
wane in the 1960s. With enrolment declining 
substantially and the government acquiring its 
land, the school closed down in 1976.

In 1983, the institution was revived as Ping Yi 
Secondary School, with English as its medium 
of instruction and a curriculum following the 
national education syllabus.

YU NENG PRIMARY SCHOOL
56 Bedok North Street 3 

Another village school established and 
financed by the community was Yeu Nerng 
School. Founded in 1935 by Huang Hua Long 
and other villagers, the school had Mandarin 
and other Chinese dialects as its medium of 

instruction. Classes were held in a zinc and 
attap building, with an enrolment of about 20 
students from kampongs around Simpang Bedok. 

Rapid growth after the Japanese Occupation 
saw the school hitting an enrolment of nearly 
700 students. In 1982, it moved to Bedok 
North Street 3 and changed from an aided 
school receiving partial funding to a fully-
funded government school. In the process, the 
school was renamed Yu Neng Primary School.

ST. STEPHEN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
20 Siglap View

Beyond the village and government schools, 
religious institutions also established schools in 
Bedok. One such example was St. Stephen’s 
Primary School, founded in 1957 by Rev.  
Br. Stephen Barkley of the De La Salle 
Catholic order in Singapore. In its early years,  

Yu Neng Primary School, 2016

St Stephen’s School, 2016
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St. Stephen’s attracted mainly Catholic 
students from the eastern coastal areas, but its 
student population has since grown to become 
multi-religious and multi-cultural.

ANGLICAN HIGH SCHOOL
600 Upper Changi Road

Founded by the Chinese congregations of 
the Anglican community, this institution was 
the first Anglican school to use the Chinese 
language as its main medium of instruction.

Anglican High School started lessons in 
January 1956 with a principal, three Chinese 
teachers, three English teachers and 123 
students. Classes were held at St Andrew’s 
Secondary School in Potong Pasir, until the 
present-day school at Upper Changi Road was 
completed in 1960. That year also marked 
a special milestone as the school opened its 
doors to female students for the first time. 

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS
Reflecting the diverse communities that have 
sunk their roots in this area, the East Coast 
is dotted with religious institutions of various 
a§liations. Even as they maintain distinct 
religious identities, many of these places of 

worship also helped forge bonds between 
di�erent communities through inter-religious 
activities and day-to-day cooperation.

KAMPONG SIGLAP MOSQUE
451 Marine Parade Road
Masjid Kampong Siglap has served Muslims 
in the area for more than a century. The exact 
date of its establishment is unknown although 
it is believed to be around the late 19th century. 
A frame with Quranic inscriptions found in 
the old mosque mentions a rebuilding of the 
mosque in 1902, and oral history accounts of 
the villagers note that this was the second or 
third time the mosque was rebuilt.

Built on land owned by Madam Hajijah binte 
Jumat (of Kampong Hajijah), the construction 
of the mosque was a community e�ort. 
Fishermen donated funds from selling their 
daily catch while the women laboured to haul 
sand from the beaches to the building site.

The opening ceremony of Anglican Chinese High School at 
Upper Changi Road, 25 January 1960

The old Masjid Kampung Siglap building, now Darul Quran 
Singapura, 2016

Anglican High School, 2016

Kampong Siglap Mosque, 2016
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The kampong residents also hand-carved 
a variety of mosque drums, including the 
kentung, the tabuh and the beduk for issuing 
the adhan, or call to prayer, and for raising 
the alarm during emergencies. The well of 
the village was also used for the necessary 
ablutions before prayers or Quran readings. 
As a community resource, kitchenware such 
as pots, pans and cutlery at the mosque was 
made freely available for the villagers to use.

A new mosque was built next door and opened 
in 1992, and the original Kampong Siglap 
Mosque was converted and used for religious 
classes. The old mosque was considered ideal 
for these classes due to its serene environment 
and kampong-style architecture. The centre 
was renamed the Darul Quran Singapura  
in 2009.

The same year, a fire gutted the new mosque 
building. Fortunately, the community spirit and 
resilience of Siglap residents came to the fore 
once again and the rebuilding of the mosque was 
financed partly through community donations.

MASJID AL-ANSAR AND  
MASJID AL-TAQUA
161 A Bedok North Avenue 1 and  
11A Jalan Bilal
Other mosques in the Bedok area include 
Masjid Al-Ansar, financed and constructed 
during the first phase of the national and 
community-supported Mosque Building Fund 
initiative in 1981, and the Masjid Al-Taqua, 
established in 1883. The latter greatly 
influenced the character and culture of 
Kampong Bedok, and may have inspired the 
cluster of Islamic-themed road names in the 
area such as Jalan Bilal and Jalan Kathi.

Masjid Al-Taqua, 2016

Masjid Al-Ansar, 2016A painting of Masjid Al-Ansar by S. Mohdir, 1991

Muslims waiting to break fast together at the Masjid Al-Ansar, 1970
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KIM SAN TEMPLE
25 Jalan Ulu Siglap

Established in 1948, the Kim San Temple 
at Jalan Ulu Siglap is dedicated to the Nine 
Emperor Gods. During the ninth month of the 
Lunar calendar each year, this Taoist temple 
celebrates the Nine Emperor Gods festival 
with a street procession of dragon or lion 
dance troupes, temple mediums and devotees 
carrying sacred urns. 

Proceeding to a nearby river or sea, in this 
case at East Coast Park, the devotees invite 
the deities into the sacred urns, which are then 
brought back to the temple. The procession 
may also stop by other temples dedicated to 
the Nine Emperor Gods and even churches 
and mosques. After nine days during which 
worshippers ask blessings of the Emperor Gods 
at the temple, the sacred urns are brought out 
to sea on a boat to send the deities o�.

YUAN MING SI TEMPLE AND 
MAN FATT LAM TEMPLE
631 Upper East Coast Road and  
211 Bedok Road

The colourful fronts of Chinese temples 
are visible in this multicultural area. Yuan 
Ming Si Temple and Man Fatt Lam Buddhist 
Temple, built around 1971, both at Upper East 
Coast Road, have seen the area undergo its 
transformation from the pre-reclamation days 
to the residential enclaves of today. 

In particular, Yuan Ming Si Temple records 
show that the construction of the temple 
was carried out from 1963 to 1964 on the 
empty garden grounds of a seafront-facing 
bungalow. It was founded by a local Buddhist 
monk, Sek Tat Ming, and is a temple dedicated 
to Sakyamuni (another name for Buddha) 

and Guan Yin, a bodhisattva representing 
compassion and mercy. Today, the bungalow 
still stands but the coastline has been extended 
further out.

The Man Fatt Lam Temple is also dedicated to 
Buddha and contains a columbarium to store 
ancestral tablets. Nearby is the Man Fatt Lam 
Home for the Aged which was built through 
the donations of the life savings of one of the 
nuns from the temple.

BETHESDA FRANKEL ESTATE CHURCH
4 La Salle Street

The Bethesda Frankel Estate Church was 
established by members of the Christian 
Brethren movement in the 1950s. The 
movement was brought to Singapore during 
the mid-1800s by Englishman Philip Robinson, 
founder of the Robinsons departmental store.

Kim San Temple, 2016

The opening ceremony of the Yuan Ming Si Temple, 1965. 

Yuan Ming Si Temple, 2016

Bethesda Frankel Estate Church, 2016
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The church evolved from outreach activities 
started by the Bethesda Church in neighbouring 
Katong, including a kindergarten at Jalan Pipit 
(now Roseburn Avenue) and a Sunday school. 
The Bethesda Frankel Estate Church started 
services in 1958 and a church building on La 
Salle Street was completed in 1964.

THE CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF 
PERPETUAL SUCCOUR
31 Siglap Hill

During the 1950s, the growth of the area’s 
Catholic population resulted in a sharp 
increase in the congregation size of the Church 
of the Holy Family in nearby Katong, and its 
priest Fr. Rene Ashness started an appeal for 
donations to build a new church in Siglap.

Through collections and house-to-house 
fundraising, about $280,000 was raised for 
the land and construction of the Church of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, built in 1961. 
An annex building was completed in 1997 
and houses a time capsule containing church 
memorabilia, which will be opened in its 
centenary year of 2061.

BEDOK LUTHERAN CHURCH
485 Bedok South Avenue 2

The plan to build a church here began 
alongside HDB’s plans for setting up a satellite 
town in Bedok. The Lutheran Council planned 
to reach out to residents in this area and to 
Lutheran members who lived in other parts of 
Singapore. In 1977, Lutheran families in Bedok 
began to meet in di�erent homes for Bible 
studies and prayer sessions. Regular services 
began to be held the following year at a rented 
terrace house at Jalan Tanjong, and the year 
1979 saw the first baptisms performed by the 
church. The original building for the Bedok 
Lutheran Church was completed in 1981.

BEDOK METHODIST CHURCH
86 Bedok Road

The Bedok Methodist Church started in 1946 
and operated from an attap house chapel 
at Padang Terbakar, where the first gospel 
service was delivered by Rev. Chew Hock Hin. 
It was only six years later, in 1952, that the 
construction of a new church building began. 
The church then expanded to accommodate 
increased membership in 1973 and again 
in 1995, with its expansions funded mainly 
through donations from the Methodist 
community.  

Bedok Lutheran Church, 2016

Bedok Methodist Church, 1953

The Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, 2016
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SUN, SAND AND SEA

COASTAL PLEASURES

Until the 1960s, the beaches by East Coast 
Road and Upper East Coast Road were relatively 
untouched by development, except for the 
bungalows located by the sea. These beaches 
drew both residents of the area and people from 
other parts of Singapore, as they o�ered a range 
of popular pastimes including fishing, shellfish 
picking, sailing races and dance parties.

Heritage blogger Peter Chan recalls his 
childhood in Bedok: 

“In those days, school holidays did not mean an 
overseas holiday trip to exotic Bali or to snowy 
Europe. We went to catch fish in the Sungei 
Bedok, now called Bedok Canal, and explored the 
old kampongs at Padang Terbakar (now a golf 
course) and Ayer Gemuroh.”

In his book That’s How It Goes, Eurasian dental 
surgeon Jock F. A. C. Oehlers recalled family 
holidays spent at the beach at Tanah Merah 
during the 1930s:

“Tanah Merah was a long distance from the city 
centre and it took a good hour to reach by car 
along narrow, winding roads. But once there, it 
was heaven to be by the seaside. […]

My father would ask me to accompany him to the 
beach to collect remis (“clams” in Malay). With 
wooden spatulas, we would scrape the surface of 
the beach to uncover them. They were not always 
easy to find, but once an area of the beach was 
found where there were colonies of them, it was a 
delight to be able to fill our containers with remis. 

Koleks during the New Year’s Regatta, c. 1900

Bedok Canal (previously Sungei Bedok), 2016
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(After washing the shells and boiling the clams) 
all we had was a tiny amount for each of us, just 
enough to place on a cut slice of cucumber. And 
with a little sprinkling of chilli sauce, the hard-
sought-for remis was swallowed in one gulp!”

Near Kampong Bedok and at Siglap, the festival 
of Mandi Safar was a highlight for Muslims up 
to the 1950s. Safar is the second month of the 
Islamic calendar and refers to autumn time 
when the leaves turn yellow. It is also believed 
by some to be a month of misfortune. During 

Mandi Safar, Malays would wear brightly-
coloured clothes and visit the beach to 
cleanse their bodies and souls with seawater. 
Some believe that this practice also washes 
away bad luck, which has led to the festival 
being deemed by most Muslim authorities as 
haram or forbidden. For this reason, Malays in 
Singapore no longer celebrate Mandi Safar.

The post-war decades also saw the peak of the 
kolek (small wooden Malay boat) races, which 
were fiercely competitive a�airs drawing 
participants from other coastal kampongs from 
as far as Jurong, the West Coast, the many 
small islands around Singapore and even from 
the east coast of Malaya and the Indonesian 
islands. Chinese sailors also raced in their 
pukats, which are canoe-like boats.

The kolek races were held during Hari Raya 
Haji and other festive periods, and had multiple 
categories based on the number of crew, from 
the single sailor to seven-man crews. The 
coveted prizes included trophies and cash.

On the beach, spectators watched the races 
keenly, or participated in other games such 
as climbing greased poles and catching ducks 
placed into the sea. The post-race dance 
parties were perhaps as eagerly anticipated as 
the races themselves, with hundreds of people 
participating in ronggeng (a dance from Java) 
and joget (a dance from Malacca).

By the sea at Bedok, 1927

Bedok Beach (Changi Beach / East Coast Park today), 1940s

A kolek race at Bedok, 1963
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Where many of the pioneer generation hold 
unforgettable memories of the beaches 
of Bedok and Tanah Merah, those of later 
generations are partial to a di�erent nearby 
beach. This is East Coast Park, created during 
the land reclamation which took place from 
the 1960s to the 1980s.

Stretching from Tanjong Rhu in the south to 
Changi in the east, East Coast Park features 
seafood restaurant clusters, swimming 
lagoons and water-themed attractions. One 
of the main focal points of the park is the 250 
metres-long Bedok Jetty.

The jetty was completed in 1970 to handle 
the unloading of vehicles and other military 
surplus from the United States during the 
Vietnam War, most of which were destined for 
the scrap yard and auctioned o� from a nearby 
junkyard to companies from around the world. 
The construction cost of $1 million was borne 
by the Singapore government-owned United 
Metal and Plant Corporation. The government 
then took over the jetty in 1975 and converted 
it for recreational uses.

Bedok Jetty o�ers a variety of sights, sounds 
and smells. Fishermen hanging kerosene lamps 
to attract sotong (“squid” in Malay), radios 
blaring out songs in many languages, families 

picnicking, teenagers strumming their guitars 
and itinerant peddlers o�ering anything from 
nasi lemak to imitation leather goods are all 
familiar scenes for Bedok Jetty regulars.

Over the years, Bedok Jetty has witnessed 
military exercises and naval displays, and ships 
full of Vietnamese refugees fleeing the Vietnam 
War anchored near its waters awaiting aid 
from various organisations in Singapore. Even 

East Coast Park, 2016

Fishing at Bedok Jetty, 2014

Bedok Jetty, 1986
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the first aerobridges imported into Singapore, 
bound for Changi Airport in 1980 to replace the 
old mobile steps used at Paya Lebar Airport, 
were unloaded at Bedok Jetty.

Some four decades on, Bedok Jetty continues 
to hold a special place in the hearts of 
Singaporeans. A poll by The Straits Times 
newspaper in 2014 saw Singaporeans 
nominating the jetty as one of 10 local 
landmarks they wanted to see conserved.

FOOD PARADISE

Before East Coast Park became famous as a 
food haven by the seaside, there was Bedok 
Corner. From at least the 1940s to the 1970s, 
this stretch of beach was popular with diners 
who made a beeline for the pushcart hawker 
stalls that appeared there in the late evening.

A 1950 article in The Singapore Free Press 
newspaper described how the area came to 
life after dusk:

“Bedok Beach looks like any other stretch of land 
during the day, relatively unoccupied except 
for a few fishermen and hawkers with a quiet 
sea beating up against the shore. After sunset, 
hawkers seem to spring from the very street, 
carrying cauldrons full of fresh fish and vegetables. 
In no time at all, a desert stretch of land becomes 
one of the liveliest spots of night life in Singapore.”

The various stalls sold hawker favourites, such 
as satay (barbecued meat skewers), seafood 
dishes and local desserts. For the beachgoers 
who arrived earlier in the day, there would be 
roaming hawkers carrying packets of mee siam 
(a noodle dish with gravy), nasi lemak (coconut 
milk rice with various accompaniments) and 
otak (grilled and spiced fish paste). Heritage 
blogger Joe Elliott recounts:

“At the side of Bedok Rest House were stalls on 
the pavement and behind them on the beach 
were tables and chairs. The stallholders were 
cooking various foods, which I had at one of 
tables in 1952. It was several pieces of meat on 
a thin wooden skewer and a small dish of sauce. 
The meat when dipped into the sauce was out of 
this world – it just melted in your mouth and I’ve 
never tasted anything like it since. The memory 
forgets what they were called but will never 
forget the taste.”

The hawker stretch of Bedok Corner lost 
its popular appeal in the early 1970s when 
the beach succumbed to land reclamation. 
One surviving stall from the Bedok Beach 
days is the Ye Lai Xiang stall that earned its 
reputation from its cuttlefish and kangkong 
(“water convulvus” in Malay) dishes and  
cheng tng (Chinese dessert consisting of a 
clear, brownish syrup sweetened with rock 
sugar with a variety of ingredients). Set up 

The Bedok Rest House, a popular food spot, 1940s



51

Bedok Food Centre, 2016

Ye Lai Xiang stall selling cheng tng at the Bedok Food Centre, 
2016

in 1939 by Chinese immigrant Ye Gui Ying, 
the stall’s cheng tng combines the Hokkien, 
Teochew and Peranakan versions of the 
dessert into a 12-ingredient dish.

Today, the Ye Lai Xiang stall operates from 
the Bedok Food Centre at the junction of the 
Bedok and Upper East Coast Roads. This 
food centre is the modern successor of the 
area’s hawker culture and was first built in 
1971. The centre was rebuilt in 2005 and now 
features architecture in the Minangkabau (a 
community from Sumatra, Indonesia) style. 
Its steeply pitched roofs are characteristic of 

that style while the central courtyard recalls 
the communal spaces of the kampong and 
acknowledges the cultural heritage of Bedok’s 
early settlers.
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HERITAGE TREE  
Sea Fig (Ficus superba)

This Sea Fig Heritage Tree is located in the 
carpark area of Bedok Food Centre.

While hawkers dominated one side of Bedok 
Beach, the other side was dotted with seafood 
restaurants such as Palm Beach Seafood, 
Wyman’s Haven, Red House, Spring Court, 
Sin Hua Hin, Kheng Luck Seafood, Long 
Beach Seafood and Bedok Sea View Seafood. 
Heritage blogger Peter Chan recalls:

“My maternal grandmother once operated a 
restaurant called Wyman’s Haven in one of the 
seafront bungalow houses. Her signature dish was 
roasted pigeon. There was one other competitor 
to Wyman’s Haven on the same road about four 
houses away at that time – it was Palm Beach 
Seafood.”

Long Beach Seafood, which has since become 
a successful chain of restaurants, first started 
at the former Bedok Rest House, a co�ee 
house that catered to military sta� from 
camps in Changi and Bedok. One long-time 
employee of Long Beach Seafood, Wee Lok 
Li, shares his memories of Bedok Rest House 
from his childhood: 

“The surroundings were really beautiful! The 
beach was right in front of Bedok Rest House, 
and tables and chairs were placed outside for 
customers. The beach was really beautiful during 
low tides, and we children and the people living 
in the area would go down to the beach to dig 
for cockles. We would just play at the beach…  
The environment was very good. There was also 
a hawker centre near the Rest House where they 
sold satay, chicken rice, chicken porridge and so 
on. There were about seven to eight stalls and it 
would be very crowded at night. In front of the 
hawker centre was the sea.”

Long Beach Seafood’s main branch at its East Coast 
Parkway site, 2016

Long Beach Seafood Restaurant during its humble beginnings at Bedok Rest House along Old Bedok Road, 1946 

Trunk girth: 11.6m
Height: 16m
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Along the coast (now Upper East Coast Road), 
was also the Hua Yu Wee restaurant, which 
continues to operate today from its original 
1920s bungalow. The bungalow features 
detached double-storey wings, outhouses 
and steps to the former beachfront. It 
boasts a mainly classical design with a wing 
marked with Neo-Rococo friezes and archway 
ornaments. A relatively newer restaurant that 
has nevertheless made its mark is located in 
Fengshan Estate. Established in 1973 in the 
Frankel Estate area, Chin Lee Restaurant is 
a family business that serves Singaporean 
Teochew food. Owner Eric Chua Hwa Choon 
explains:

“We have been in Fengshan since 1980 and are 
quite well-known in this area. We are the first few 
who came into this heartland as a restaurant. Most 
of the heartland eating places were coffee shops...
We were one of the pioneers because we have 
been in this trade and this area since the 1980s.” Hua Yu Wee restaurant, 2016

Old Chin Lee Restaurant at Frankel Estate area, 1970s

Chin Lee Restaurant in Fengshan Estate, 2016
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REMAKING OUR  
HEARTLAND:  
BEDOK AND EAST COAST 
TODAY

Bedok and the East Coast are part of 
HDB’s Remaking Our Heartland (ROH) 
initiative, which began in 2011. ROH aims 

to update a town’s physical environment and 
improve accessibility, install new recreational 
areas as well as showcase the heritage and 
culture of the area.

Dedicated cycling and pedestrian paths that 
connect activity hubs such as East Coast 
Park, Bedok Reservoir Park and Bedok Town 
Centre, are designed to enhance the town’s 

accessibility and its overall liveability. Other 
features of the ROH initiative include an 
Integrated Transport Hub, a Bedok Integrated 
Complex that brings together community, 
eldercare, library, medical and sporting 
facilities, and a new Bedok Town Plaza and 
Heritage Corner. Heritage place markers along 
the Bedok Heritage Trail route also highlight 
various significant locations in Bedok and the 
East Coast, and commemorate the social and 
cultural memories associated with them.

Bedok Integrated Complex (this illustration is an artists’ impression and actual development may differ), 2015 
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