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The Bedok Heritage Trail is part of the National Heritage Board’s ongoing efforts to
document and present the history and social memories of places in Singapore.
Presented by the National Heritage Board in collaboration with the Housing &
Development Board, we hope this trail will bring back fond memories for those
who have lived, worked or played in the area, and serve as a useful source of
information for new residents and visitors.
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CHAI CHEE

Chai Chee derives its name from the vegetable
hawkers who first established a bustling marketplace
here in the early 20" century. The area’s landmarks
include Ping Yi Secondary School (1930), the SATA
CommHealth Uttamram Medical Centre (1962) and the
Masjid Al-Ansar (1981).
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CHAI CHEE

Kawasan Chai Chee telah mendapat namanya daripada
para penjaja sayur-sayuran yang pertama sekali membina
sebuah pasar yang amat sibuk di sini pada awal abad
ke-20. Beberapa tempat yang terkenal di kawasan ini
termasuklah Sekolah Menengah Ping Yi (1930), Pusat
Perubatan CommHealth Uttamram SATA (1962) dan
Masjid Al-Ansar (1981).
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A road leading to Chai Chee, c. 1930
Collection of National Museum of Singapore,
image courtesy of National Heritage Board
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SIGLAP, FRANKEL ESTATE
AND OPERA ESTATE

Siglap (“dark one” in Malay), said to have been founded
by Indonesian royal Tok Lasam in the 19" century, was
home to four fishing villages in the past. During the
colonial era, the Frankel family owned vast plantations
here and part of the estate later became Opera Estate,
with roads named after operas.
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The Frankel family with Albert Einstein

and other members of the Jewish community, 1923
Image from Bieder, J., & Lau, A. T. (2007) The Jews of Singapore
(Singapore: Suntree Media)

SIGLAP, FRANKEL ESTATE
DAN OPERA ESTATE

Siglap (‘si Gelap’) dipercayai telah ditubuhkan oleh
seorang keturunan diraja Indonesia, iaitu Tok Lasam,
pada abad ke-19. la merupakan kawasan yang
menempatkan empat perkampongan nelayan pada masa
lalu. Sewaktu zaman penjajahan pula, estet perumahan
Frankel dan Opera telah didirikan oleh keluarga Frankel,
di mana lorong-lorong di Opera Estate dinamakan
mengikut tajuk-tajuk persembahan opera di Eropah.
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KAMPONG BEDOK

This area, affectionately known to long-time residents as
Bedok Corner, was formerly the site of Kampong Bedok
Laut and Kampong Bedok Darat, with the former village
facing the sea. Rubber plantations, farms and fishing
flourished in the area. Bedok Corner was once a
pulsating centre of Malay life while Bedok Beach was a
well-loved recreational spot.
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KAMPONG BEDOK

Pada masa dahulu, kawasan yang dikenali para penduduk
lama sebagai Bedok Corner ini merupakan Kampong
Bedok Laut dan Kampong Bedok Darat. Kampong Bedok
Laut dahulunya menghadap ke arah laut. Di sini, terdapat
pelbagai macam kegiatan penghasilan seperti
ladang-ladang getah, ladang-ladang penternakan dan
perikanan pesisir yang pesat berkembang. Boleh dikatakan
bahawa Bedok Corner ini dahulunya merupakan suatu
pusat yang amat meriah bagi para penduduk Melayu,
manakala Pantai Bedok yang berdekatan pula merupakan
sebuah tempat riadah yang digemari ramai.

A kampong (“village” in Malay) at

Bedok Corner, early-mid 20* century
Collection of National Museum of Singapore,
image courtesy of National Heritage Board
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SIMPANG BEDOK AND
KOH SEK LIM

Simpang Bedok, previously standing between
predominantly Chinese rambutan plantations and a Malay
village, was frequented by Commonwealth soldiers for its
eateries that sold Western food. Today, it is a popular
late-night food haunt. The Koh Sek Lim area has
transformed over the years from plantations to sand
quarries and is now home to the NEWater Visitor Centre.
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SIMPANG BEDOK DAN
KOH SEK LIM

Simpang Bedok dahulunya terletak di antara ladang-ladang
rambutan yang kebanyakannya dimiliki oleh kaum etnis
Cina dan sebuah kampong Melayu. Tempat ini sering
dikunjungi oleh askar-askar Komanwel yang kerap
melanggani gerai-gerai makanan ala Barat. Pada hari ini,

ia telah menjadi sebuah pusat makanan tengah malam
yang popular. Kawasan Koh Sek Lim pula telah menjalani
perubahan semenjak beberapa tahun yang lalu. Daripada
sebuah kawasan ladang, ia telah berubah mejadi kawasan
kuari pasir dan kini menjadi tapak Pusat Pelawat NEWater.
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A view of Jalan Simpang Bedok, 1986
Image courtesy of National Archives of Singapore
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FORMER COASTLINE

The old seawalls in this area speak of its character in the
past and serve as markers of the former coastline. They
are also indicative of the former height of the water in
relation to the land. A well-preserved section of seawall
before Nallur Road features ornamental iron gates
wrought with seaside motifs.
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BEKAS PINGGIRAN PANTAI
DAN PERNIAGAAN-
PERNIAGAAN DAHULU KALA

Tembok-tembok laut lama di kawasan ini mengisahkan
peranan mereka pada masa lampau dan turut berfungsi
sebagai sebuah petanda bekas pinggiran pantai.
Sebahagian daripada tembok laut yang masih lagi
terpelihara terletak sebelum Nallur Road dan ia
memaparkan pintu pagar besi yang dihias penuh dengan
ukiran motif tepi pantai. Rumah-rumah kedai yang
terdapat di sini turut memberi gambaran suasana
perdagangan runcit tepi pantai yang berkembang maju
pada masa dahulu.

An image capturing the reclamation work at Bedok, 1963
Image courtesy of National Archives of Singapore
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JALAN PUAY POON

After World War Il, there were a number of mass burial sites
discovered in this area. These and other mass graves
contained the remains of over 2,000 civilians executed by
the Japanese as part of their island-wide Sook Ching
(“purge” in Mandarin) operations. The victims are today
remembered at the Civilian War Memorial at Beach Road.

A belt buckle belonging to a victim of the Japanese
Occupation in Singapore, date unknown

Collection of National Museum of Singapore,

image courtesy of National Heritage Board
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JALAN PUAY POON

Selepas Perang Dunia Kedua, terdapat beberapa tapak
pengebumian besar-besaran yang ditemui di kawasan ini.
Tapak-tapak perkuburan ini mengandungi lebih daripada
2,000 mayat penduduk awam yang dibunuh oleh tentera
Jepun sebagai sebahagian daripada operasi
‘Sook-Ching’ (‘penyingkiran’ dalam Bahasa Cina) yang
dijalankan di serata pulau semasa penjajahan Jepun.
Sebuah Tugu Peringatan Mangsa Awam telah didirikan di
Beach Road untuk memperingati mangsa-mangsa yang
terkorban dalam operasi tersebut.

82”60H6UTL¥36H L60T
@GS 2_6vaLl CUN(H@GL LIM@, @U@ ulev
uhUe QUM §616 &Y &6T SetsT (HLllg &SI L 6ot
wULMesAWis6eT Seay (Peugib CMHOSTESSTL (& & &im/
(Buwesst_rlstr GomPluiiev “glenL_SoGMALIL]" 6T6T M)
QUIM(M6IT) L6l &EDSHUTEHT 62(h LGS WM&
Gsmeveulii” L 2,0008@b GHUL L QLTS8 s6r 65T
FLVMIGET Qb6 G S6rMeL Lien&&aLILL L (HhS6uT.
Qeuisefler MenesTouns Qestm) Li& emeneoulev Guim

h 60616 FH GTTETTD HEOLOHS| (HEHH MG

HIGHLANDS OF BEDOK

From this vantage area, one can gauge the original
elevation and topography of Bedok before the massive
East Coast land reclamation scheme began in the 1960s
and flattened most of the area. Previously, residents
would keep a lookout for events such as fires from the
top of this hill.

MigE i

FATAT LA L S A HEN 518 1& 7158 1960 FER KRB F K
MIEEEE TIREZIRVINSEMESER. UATHNER
EXWLTN FEREENMAREBLEE.
TANAH-TANAH TINGG
BEDOK

Dari kawasan tinggi ini, kita boleh menjangkau ketinggian
asal dan topografi Bedok sebelum skim penambakan
tanah besar-besaran kawasan East Coast dimulakan
pada tahun 1960-an, di mana hampir seluruh kawasan
tersebut telah diratakan. Sebelum ini, para penduduk
biasanya meninjau sebarang kejadian, seperti kebakaran
dari atas bukit ini.
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An aerial view of the 1,125 acres of land reclaimed under the
East Coast Reclamation Scheme by 1971
Image courtesy of Housing and Development Board
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FENGSHAN ESTATE

This 1980s estate was originally composed of former
kampong (“village” in Malay) residents from Tai Seng in
the Paya Lebar area. The Fengshan name is derived from
the popular Chinese temple of Hong San, a social and
religious hub for the kampong community.
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FENGSHAN ESTATE

Sebahagian besar daripada estet yang dibina pada tahun
1980-an ini telah ditubuhkan oleh bekas para penduduk
kampong Tai Seng di kawasan Paya Lebar. Nama
‘Fengshan’ berasal daripada sebuah kuil Cina yang
popular, iaitu Kuil Hong San. Kuil tersebut merupakan
sebuah pusat kegiatan agama dan sosial untuk
masyarakat kampong tersebut.
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A dragon dance performance at Fengshan, 1987
Ministry of Information and the Arts Collection,
image courtesy of National Archives of Singapore
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SEAFRONT HOMES AND
A HOLIDAY LIFESTYLE

Well-known restaurants, holiday homes, recreation clubs,
kolek (“small wooden boat” in Malay) racing and beach
parties made this a favourite leisure area for
Singaporeans. Many bungalows here have been featured
in Malay-language films, thereby preserving the image of
the area as a seaside idyll of the past.
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RUMAH-RUMAH DI TEPIAN
PANTAI DAN GAYA HIDUP
PERCUTIAN

Restoran-restoran terkemuka, rumah-rumah percutian,
kelab-kelab riadah, kegiatan perlumbaan kolek (sejenis
perahu) dan juga pesta-pesta tepi pantai menjadikan
kawasan ini sebuah tempat bersantai yang amat digemari
penduduk Singapura. Banyak rumah-rumah banglo di
kawasan ini pernah dipaparkan dalam filem-filem Melayu,
sekaligus memelihara imej kehidupan di tepian pantai
yang aman lagi indah pada masa lalu.
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The Bedok Rest House, a popular food spot, 1940s
Image courtesy of Long Beach Seafood

MILITARY LANDMARKS
IN THE EAST

The “red cliffs” of Tanah Merah Kechil used to be a
strategic headland both to spot approaching enemies,
and as a lookout from which sailors could navigate and
plot their courses. During the colonial era, the British also
installed artillery guns, pillboxes and an ammunition
depot here.
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Earth excavated from the hills at Changi and Bedok being
used for the East Coast reclamation, 1965
Image courtesy of Housing and Development Board

MERCU TANDA TENTERA
DI TIMUR

Tebing-tebing merah di Tanah Merah Kechil pernah satu
masa dahulu digunakan sebagai sebuah kawasan tanjung
yang mempunyai nilai strategik, iaitu tempat meninjau
kemaraan pihak musuh dan juga tempat di mana
anak-anak kapal mengemudi pelayaran mereka. Sewaktu
zaman penjajahan, tentera British telah memasang
senjata-senjata meriam dan menempatkan kubu-kubu
konkrit dan juga tempat penyimpanan peluru di sini.
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A kolek (“small wooden boat” in Malay) race, 1928

Collection of National Museum of Singapore, image courtesy of National Heritage Board
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Bedok Beach (Changi Beach / East Coast Park today), 1940s

National Museum of Singapore Collection, image courtesy of National Heritage Board
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